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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT . ^ . 

NOTIFICATION CONCERNING 
SUBMISSION OR TRANSMITTAL 
OF PRIORITY DOCUMENT 

(PCT Administrative Instructions, Section 41 1) 


To: 

SATO, Kazuo \^ 

Kyowa Patent & Law Office f >l 
Fuji Building, Room 323 / \ 
2-3, Marunolichi 3-Chome I nf - n , f |pro \ 
Chiyoda-Ku I utl I 4 'ISM I 
Tokyo 1 00-0005 XZr^^Z/ 

JAPON V ~y 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

07 December 1998 (07.12.98) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
117643-489 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/JP98/04629 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
14 October 1998(14.10.98) 


International publication date (day/month/year) 

Not yet published 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

15 October 1997(15.10.97) 


Applicant 

UNI-CHARM CORPORATION et al 



1. The applicant is hereby notified of the date of receipt (except where the letters "NR" appear in the right-hand column) by the 
International Bureau of the priority document(s) renting to the earlier application(s) indicated below. Unless otherwise 
indicated by an asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt or by the letters "NR", in the right-hand column, the priority 
document concerned was submitted or transmitted to the International Bureau in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). 

2. This updates and replaces any previously issued notification concerning submission or transmittal of priority documents. 

3. An asterisk^*) appearing next to a date of receipt in the right-hand column, denotes a priority document submitted 
or transmitted to the International Bureau but not in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). In such a case, the attention 
of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim 
concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document 
within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

4. The letters "NR M appearing in the right-hand column denote a priority document which was not received by the International 
Bureau or which the applicant did not request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau, 

as provided by Rule 17.1(a) or (b), respectively. In such a case, the attention of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which 
provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, 
upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit which is reasonable under the 
circumstances. 



Priority date 

15 Octo 1997 (15.10.97) 
14 July 1998(14.07.98) 



Priority application No : 

9/282148 
10/199310 



Country or regional Office 
or PCT receiving Office 

JP 
JP 



Date of receipt 
nf nrioritv document 

04 Dece1998 (04.12.98) 
04 Dece 1998 (04.12.98) 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer 

Sean Taylor 
Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 
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Form PCT/IB/304 (July 1998) 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF RECEIPT OF 

RECORD COPY /<-' v 0 v/ 

A ' 'i^l.... 

(PCT Rule 24.2(a))' 



RECEWEO, 



To: 



SATO, Kazuo 

Kyowa Patent & Law Office 

Fuji Building, Room 323 

2-3, Marunouchi 3-Chome 

Chiyoda-Ku 

Tokyo 100-0005 

JAPON 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

02 November 1 998 (02.1 1 .98) 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


Applicant's or agent's file reference ** 
117643-489 


International application No. 
PCT/JP98/04629 



The applicant is hereby notified that the International Bureau has received the record copy of the international application as 
detailed below. 

Name(s) of the applicant(s) and State(s) for which they are applicants: ' * 

UNI-CHARM CORPORATION et al (for all designated States except US) 

BAN DO, Takeshi et al (for US) - 4 

International filing date 1 4 October 1 998 ( 1 4. 1 0.98) 

Priority date(s) claimed 15 October 1997 (15.10.97) 

14 July 1998 (14.07.98) 

Date of receipt of the record copy 

by the International Bureau : 30 October 1998 (30.10.98) 

List of designated Offices : 

National :AU,BR,CA,CN,KR,SG,US 



ATTENTION 

The applicant should carefully check the data appearing in this Notification. In case of any discrepancy between these data 
and the indications in the international application, the applicant should immediately inform the International Bureau. 

In addition, the applicant's attention is drawn to the information contained in the Annex, relating to: 
time limits for entry into the national phase 
confirmation of precautionary designations 
requirements regarding priority documents 



A copy of this Notification is being sent to the receiving Office and to the International Searching Authority. 





The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 

Facsimile No. (41-22) 7401435 


Authorized officer: V 

K. Takeda ^^\, \ 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/301 (July 1998) 
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H EP/, ^>/OEB 

D-80298 Munchen 

» +49 89 2399-0 
TX 523 656epn 
FAX +49 89 2395 



Muller-Bor§ & Partner 
Patentanwalte 



Europaisches European Office europeen 

Patentamt ~ Patent Office des brevets 



Generaldirektion 2 



borate General 2 



Direction G6nerale 2 



Telephone Numbers: 



Primary Examiner 
(substantive examination) 



+49 89 2399-2645 



Graf inger Strasse 2 j F j n r , p r , j 
81671 Munchen .* " w " " • ; 



ALLEMAGNE 



0 7JUNI200 2 

Frist 



Formalities Officer / Assistant +49 89 2399-2569 
(Formalities and other matters) 




I Application No. 




Ref. 


j Date 


98 947 858.1-2308 




U 1095E-h1/bz 


J 06.06.2002 


I Applicant 








| Uni-Charme Corporation et al. 









Communication pursuant to Article 96(2) EPC 

The examination of the above-identified application has revealed that it does not meet the requirements of the 
European Patent Convention for the reasons enclosed herewith. If the deficiencies indicated are not rectified 
the application may be refused pursuant to Article 97(1) EPC. 

You are invited to file your observations and insofar as the deficiencies are such as to be rectifiable, to correct 
the indicated deficiencies within a period 

of 4 months 

from the notification of this communication, this period being computed in accordance with Rules 78(2) and 
83(2) and (4) EPC. 

Amendments to the description, claims and drawings are to be filed where appropriate within the said period 
in three copies on separate sheets (Rule 36(1 ) EPC). 

Failure to comply with this invitation in due time will result in the application being deemed to be 
withdrawn (Article 96(3) EPC). 





CAZACU C L 

Primary Examiner 

for the Examining Division 



Enclosure(s): 2 page/s reasons (Form 2906) 



Registered Letter 




Beschfeidyprotokoll (Anlage) 

'06.06.2002 



Communicatlon/Minutes^nnex) Notification/Proces-verbal (Annexe) 



Feuille 



Application Wo.: ^947 85& 1 



Application 
Demande n*r 



The examination is being carried out on tf^e following application documents: 

Text for the Contracting States: 
FRGBNLSE 

as published 

as received on 08.04.2002 with letter of 04.04.2002 
Claims, No.: 

1-35 as received on 08.04.2002 with letter of 04.04.2002 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/21-21/21 as published 



Description, pages: 

2-22 
1,1a 



/ 

T. Document JP-A-9058725 (D2), which has as family member document EP-A-0 
748 748 and is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, discloses (cf. 
Fig. 1) a container from which the subject-matter of claim 1 differs by the features in its 
characterising portion, i.e., in particular by the fact that the container body has an open 
lower end and a bottom wall covers this open lower end. 

However, these features have already been employed for the same purpose in a similar 
container, see, e.g., document US-A-3 986 479 (D3), Fig. 1 , bottom end 55. It would 
therefore be obvious to the person skilled in the art, to apply these features with 
corresponding effect to a container according to document D1, thus arriving at a 
container according to claim 1 . 

Further, a similar reasoning can be applied in respect of documents D2 and US-A-3 
982 659 (D4) (see Fig. 1 , mounting member 88 as bottom end). 
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27 +01 70 340 2040 
, TX 31651 eponi 
FAX +31 703403016 



Zweigstelle 
in Den Haag 
Recherchen- 
abteilunn 



Branch at 
The Hague 
Search 
riivisinn 



HerteT, Werner, Pipl v-Rhy^^§ 
Muller-Bore & Partner' 
Patentanwal.te 
Grafinger^ Strasse 2 
81671 Miirrchen 
ALLEMAG^E 



Eingegangexi 



1 8.SER 200 0 
ijller-BorS & Partner 



Frist: 



J 



Datum/Data 

18.09.00 



Depart ement a 
La Haye 
Division de la 
recherche 



Zeichen/Ref./R6f. 

U 1095E - hl/bz 



Anmeldung Nr./Application NoJDemande n°7Patent Nr ./Patent No./Brevet n°. 

98947858 . 1-2308-0P9804629 



Anmdder/ApplicanVDemandeur/Patentinhate 

Uni-Charme Corporation, et al 



COMMUNICATION 



The European Patent Office herewith transmits as an enclosure the European search report for the 
above-mentioned European patent application. 

If applicable, copies; of the documents cited in the European search report are attached. 

13 Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 
as well. 



REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 

If applicable under Article 10 Rules relating to fees, a separate communication 
from the Receiving Section on the refund of the search fee will be sent later. 
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European Patent 
Office 



SUPPLEMENTARY 
EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 98 94 7858 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, 
of relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (lntCI.6) 



EP 0 950 615 A (UNI-CHARME CORPORATION ) 
20 October 1999 (.1999-10-20) 
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(57) Abstract 

A freely openable container (10) 
comprising a container body (11), a cover (23) 
fixed pivotably to the container body (11), a 
bottom cover (12) with which a lower opening of 
the container body (II) is sealed, and plate rubber 
(50) provided on a pivotable portion between the 
container body (11) and the cover (23), the 
container body (11) having an upper member (27) 
provided with a takeout port (24), and a side 
member (13), the cover (23) being fixed to the 
side member (13), so that the size of the cover 
(23) can be increased, the container body (11) 
being provided with a locking projection (33) 
engageable with a locking member (32) of the 
cover (23). I 
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